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Local organizations help
keep King's dream alive

uring his relatively brief life.
D Dr. Martin Lather King Jr.
fougrht for equal opportunity
for people of all rees, all socal stand-
ings and all economic classes.

In his most famous speech, deliv-
ered from the steps of the Lincoln
Memaorial in Washington, D.C_, on
Aung: 28, 1963, he spoke of his dream
— "a dresmn deeply rooted m the Amer-
ican dream”

Among other things, he dreamed
“that ane day this nation will rise up
grd live out the true meaning of its
creed: “We hold these trioths to be self-
evident: thart all men are created
equal”

He also dreamed “that one dayv on
thered hills nf_ﬂchrgiu, the sons of
former slaves and the sons of former
slave pwners will be able to sit down
together at the table of brotherhood”
and that his “four lirtle children will
one day live in 4 nation where they
will not be judged by the eolor of their
shin but the content of their churscter”

It was in keeping with the spirit of
that dream that members of the Dr,
Martin Luther Kingr Jr. Commemoritive
Committee last week presented pro-
ceeds [rom its annual fundraising break-
fust to representatives of two organiza-
tions that share the slain civil rights
leader's vision of creating a level playing
field for all Wildwood area residents.

Last Wednesday, Lew Jones, a Vil-

lages resident who serves as chairman

ol the commemorative comumitree,
presented more than $1,000 sach to
the Wildwood Soup Kitchen and Dol-
Iars for Scholars. The two arganiza-
tions, which work to feed the commu-
nity’s hungry and provide educutional
opportunities for children, share the
£2.24711 that was raised at this year's
benefit breakhust.

The Wildwood Soup Kitchen last
vear served approximately 52,000
meils to Wildwood arca residents,
aceording to Dana MeCarthy, presi-

dent of the Wildwood Soup Kitchen

Advisory Board. who also volunteers
at the kitchen each Thursday.

MeCarthy, who also is a Villages
resident, said it takes about $3,000 to
$4.000 monthly to keep the soup
kitchen operating and to prepare the
approximately 200 meals it serves
each day.

He added that the soup kitchen
does not reccive any public funds Fom
the county, state or federal govern-
ment, and that each day “is a leap of
faith that our needs will be met, and
they always are”

Carol Lutgen accepted the check
that Jones presented to the other
recipient of funds from his committee's
anmual hreakfast

Lutgen, who also lives in The Vil-
lupres, is co~orpanizer of Deollars for
Scholars, an organization that provides
scholarships for “gap” students in the
Wildwood area.

Lautgen described those targeted for
scholarships by Dollars for Scholars as
“those kids who fall through the gap.

*Their grades aren't quite high
enough for academic scholarships for
whatever reasons, but they want to
attend college or a vocational school,”
she said.

‘The goal af Daollars for Scholars this
vear 5 to award $10,000 in scholar-
ships to graduates of Wildwood High
School and to be able to include needy
students from other parts of the tri-
county area, Lutgen said.

She said it is important that individ-
uals and organizations in the tri-coun-
ty areq invest in education since
today's children are the community's
work force of the future.

“I'hey need the opportunity to
cxcel They need our support,” Lutgen
said.

As for Jones, he said he was pleased
that the organization that raised these
funds, as well as the two that received
them, allow Villages residents to do so
much good for so many people in the
Wildwood area.

We're certain that King himself
would be proud that his name lives on
in connection with organizations such
a5 the commemonitive committee, the
Wildwood Soup Kitchen and Dollars
for Scholars that represent people ded-
icated to preserving the spirit of his
dream in communitics large and small
across the country.




